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The Forensic Mental Health certificate is designed to explore the
dynamics of mental health as it relates to individuals involved in the
criminal justice system. This certificate is an enhancement for students
who are interested in the field of human services/social work within
the realm of criminal justice. This certificate provides an advantage of
knowledge to criminal justice or helping professionals who are looking
to get a better understanding and influence of mental health by an
individual’s involvement in the criminal justice system. 

The certificate focuses on areas including mental health/substance
abuse diagnoses, ethical behavior whether in criminal justice or human
services, the examination of race in the criminal justice system, crisis
interventions, criminal behavior, and the psychology of the legal system.

Program Learning Outcomes
Upon completion, the student will be able to:

a. Explain the scope and main features of the field, such as its
development, theories, practices, and interactions of human systems.

b. Demonstrate competency in core helping skills such as listening,
writing, speaking, observation, interviewing, intake assessment, social
assessment, intervention methods, record-keeping, goal planning,
case management, group facilitation, crisis intervention, referrals,
advocacy, cultural competence, orientation, education and prevention
services.

c. Behave professionally, ethically and legally in their responsibilities to
consumers, colleagues, practice settings, employers, society, to self,
and to the profession.

d. Assess awareness of their own strengths, limitations, attitudes,
values, personalities, interpersonal/reaction styles and how these
may affect their professional practice.

e. Perform entry-level skills competently in a professional setting by
having participated in experiential training and reflection (learning by
doing/experience).

Technical Standards 
See here for details.

Forensic Mental Health Certificate
First Year
Fall Hours
LAW 2022 
   or HUM 2030

Criminal Minds 
   or Criminal Minds

3

HUM 2400 Crisis Management 3
LAW 2010 
   or HUM 2040

Psychology and the Legal System 
   or Psychology and the Legal System

2

  Term Hours 8
Spring

LAW 1980 
   or HUM 1980

The Color of Justice 
   or The Color of Justice

2

HUM 2170 Dynamics of Mental Health and Substance
Use

3

HUM 2230 
   or LAW 1660

Issues and Ethics in Helping 
   or Ethics in Criminal Justice

3

  Term Hours 8

  Total Hours 16
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